History of Flight Sequence Cards

Lighter-than-air craft

1. 1452- 1519: Leonardo da Vinci produced designs for aircraft which relied on flapping wings
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2. 25th April 1783: The Montgolfier Brothers built a hot-air balloon, which first flew in France. The 12m diameter un-manned balloon was filled with hot air and climbed 1000ft
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3. September 1783: The first living creatures became airborne when a sheep, duck and cockerel were lifted by a hot air balloon

4. 1s December 1783: J. Charles developed the first hydrogen filled balloon

5. Free flight was made in a balloon by J. Charles and his assistant from Paris. The flight covered 43km (27 miles)

6. 1900: Airships were considered the way forward for air travel. They were comfortable, controllable and used little fuel

7. 1937: Hindenburg Disaster

Heavier-than-air craft

1. 3000 years ago: The Chinese flew kites as signalling devices
2. 1804: Sir George Cayley built the first glider, which was capable of carrying a small boy but there was no way of controlling the craft in-flight
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3. 1848- 1896: Otto Lilienthal built light-weight gliders enabling him to make thousands of flights. His gliders were the forerunners of modern hang-gliders
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4. 1885: Gottlieb Daimler developed the world’s first single cylinder internal combustion engine suitable for aircraft propulsion
5. 17th December 1903: Orville and Wilbur Wright rolled out their “Flyer” for its first flight test. With Orville at the controls the Flyer flew 120ft in controlled flight
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6. 31st December 1908: The Wright Brothers continued to improve the design of the Flyer They set a new world record and won the Michelin Prize with a 2 hour 20 minute flight covering 77 miles (124km)
7. 25th July 1909: Louis Bleriot was the first man to fly across The Channel in his Type XI monoplane. It took him 37 minutes and he landed close to Dover Castle in Kent
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8. 1919: The first non-stop flight across the Atlantic was in a Vickers Vimy Bomber flown by Alcock and Brown
9. 1930: Amy Johnson was the first female pilot to fly solo from England to Australia. She made the trip in a Gipsy Moth
10. 1944: British and German teams raced to develop jet aircraft. The Germans launched pilotless, explosive-carrying jet aircraft against Britain which were named “Doodle Bugs” and “Flying Bombs.” One month later the first British fighter, the Gloster Meteor, entered service with a prime aim to destroy the German “bombs”
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